Learning objectives
• Recognize the signs and symptoms of Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) • Assess the patient in order to provide a provisional diagnosis • Understand the importance of an early and accurate diagnosis • Recognize the importance of referring patients to a rheumatologist for co-management care • Understanding the morbidity and risks associated with the disease 64C-1873093 3 Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) 3 
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What is RA and who does it affect? 1 Malar or "butterfly" rash is often seen in SLE.
Lyme-associated arthritis can occur weeks after the acute infection, which is characterized by a bullseye rash.
Raynaud's disease is common in MCTD.
• Prompt referral is advised when RA is suspected based on supportive clinical criteria: 
64C-1873093 16
The new 2010 classification system, a score-based algorithm of 4 domains, redefines the current RA paradigm by focusing on the features at earlier disease stages that are associated with persistent and/or erosive disease, rather than defining the disease by its late-stage features. Aletaha 
ACR/EULAR 2010 classification criteria for RA (continued)
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The value of triage information in the referral process 1-3
• Priority-setting tools can help improve the referral process 
